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12 December 1972 


MEMBERS, FAC 


STATINTL 


The attached article from the Wash in g ton To s t 
criticizes the Department of State's Fine Arts Commission 
for furnishing some parts of the Department as though it 
were an 18th century Philadelphia town house, and argues 
it would be much wiser to use the best 20th century fur- 
niture, in which the U.S. excels, as well as modern 
American handcrafts. Presumably the author would say 
the same for American art. The article thus is an un- 
conscious recommendation of what the CIA's FAC has in 
fact been doing. Note especially in the sidelined para- 
graph on page 2 that Knoll is identified as one of the 
two prea^Amer^ai^de^^i^fyjm^^T t is for this reason 

and been 

ing to refurnish one of the Agency's public faces, the 
main reception room, with Knoll furniture even though it 
exceeds the schedule. 
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I'oiiiinil tfc wiJJ |■(■<<(>iv(; 20 

■ per Mcni, ()[ .■{|•o^^; snlc.s witli 
a ^juaranrecui mininium pay- 
ment of $1 inilJion. 

Tlic Fi’anklin Mint wiJl 
produce a “traditional” 
hronze medal, which will sell 
for $G or. with a “proof- 
quality finish” for $10. The 
medal in silver will cost $45 
and it, too, will be available 

■ with a proof finish for $50. 


Ptiiiadelphi.'i, w.'i.s unabk; lo 
j)rojcct jmm(;diale]y ii o w 
many medals would be mijjl- 
cd, ho did say he was “ab- 
solutely certain the Franklin 
Mint- will not f(cneraie tor 
itself as much not income 
from the contract as it wiii 
pay to the Inaugural Com- 
mittee.” ■ 

Four years ago the private 
company that minted the 
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The Old 
And New 

By Wolf Von Eckardi 

One of the most beauti- 
ful public collections of 
cai'ly American furnishings 
is housed in one of the ugli- 
est buildings in Washington. 

“Be kind to us, wc are 
nard-pressed public servants 
who are doing the best we 
can,” said Clement E. Con- 
.ger after a tour of this $7 
million array of precious 
Americana. It furnishes 
what seems like miles of 
Diplomatic Reception Rooms 
on the eighth floor of the ' 
State Department Building, a 
pseudo-modern structure of 
awesome, sterile mediocrity, 
designed in the late 1950s. 

Conger, a man with 
charming humor and erudi- 
tion, is the chairman of the 
committee in charge of the 
State Department’s Ameri- 
cana collection. He serves 
without salary, being paid 
only for his other job as cu- 
rator of the White House. 

There is no reason for any- 
one to bo unkind about 
Conger’s punctilious per- 
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A Philadelphia Chippendale Pembroke table 
and late ISthcentury mahogany Philadelphia 
secretary-desk are part of the antique furnish- 
ings' in one of W ashiiigton*s modern office 
buildings. 


formance in carrying out a X 
difficult but questionable as- 
signment for the State De- 
partment. One might also 
question his zeal in raising 
funds for the White House 
furnishings, a growing but 
somewhat lesser collection^ 


than that displayed at Staie. 

Furnishing t h c Diplo- 
matic Reception Rooms v/ith 
precious antiques can be 
questioned on several 
counts: 

Why, first of ail, should 
See CITYSCAPE, C5, Col 1 


^INSIDE STYLE==^ 


Coming 

• Walter Ilopps, this area*s 
most widely respected authority 
on contemporary art^ has been 
hired by the Smithsonian Insti- 
lation's National Collection of 
Fine Arts. Sea story ^ Page C7. 


Going 

• Bill Walton, managing dU 
rector of the Washington Thea- 
ter Club, has resigned after tivo 
years in that post. Sec story, 
Page C3. 
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^iixmg Antique Lhippendale With 


CITYSCAPE, V'roui Cl 


, ihc setting for the official 
functions of late 20ih-ccn- 
tury American government 
in Washington be dressed 
lip in inle idth-ccnlury Phil-, 
ndelphia towniiouse style? 

The reception rooms are, 
ni course, meant to impress 
foreign visitors, some 60,000 
a yc.or, not. to speak of the 
nO.OOO or so tourists M'ho see 
them annually. Foreigners 
tend to look upon the U.S.. 
as a progressive, forward- 
looking nation, Most of 
them can sec more and 
older nntiquc.s in one of 
I heir own small towns t han 
\vc ran offer in the whole 
country. Wc can’t beat tnem 
at their own game. 

.But whore wc are boating 
them is in the area of 20th- 
century interior design. 
America’s modern design- 
ers, the people behind Knoll 
and Herman Miller, the two 
foremost American interior 
design firm.s, and designers, 
like George Nelson, Harry 
Bertoin, Marcel Brciicr, 
Mies van dcr Ilohe, to name 
just a few, are world lead- 
. er.s. 

' What is more, as Sarah 
■ Booth Conroy, a writer on, 
such matters, has often re- 
ported, there is currently an 
exciting revival of the 
crafts in this country. The 
$50,000 the State Depart- 
ment has paid for a desk 
used by Thomas Jefferson 
(apd protected by .a glass 
cover from diplomatic coek- 
taii stains and cigarette 
burns), could finance the 
wqrH of an American crafts- 
nt^n for at least a year, 

For half the mopey spent 
on showing where America’s 
culture of living has been, 
when we were still a British 
colony, we could show the 
best of that culture today, 
now that we are a mature; 
.and astoundingiy creative 
nation. 

is also questionable, 
iiigiily questionable, 
v.-.icther antique American 
i ;'d.;.;peridale, linglish Shera- 
ion, ivire Hepplewhitc and 
lOih-c^ntiiry French furni- 
ture can be made to fit into 
jjoor y ucsigned modern 
spaces whose architects had 
.soni'^ awlul naotcl interiors 
muici. The scale is all 
wrong. The .scquen(!e in 
whicn the rooms are ar- 
ranged from the elevator 
'^bby fo ihe grand ball for 
big state dinners, with 
b -.il.jr parlors in between, 

.s thoughtlessly conceived, 
b. v/ould not even work 
right for a Shriners’ conven- 


B 's just awful to see Con- 
g r's treasures displayed un- 
r r : hc.se low ceilings, 

; g',l GSA office drinking 
tni.rp. ains. The effect of a 
ciuirming early American 
pauviHig is utterly spoiled 
when it half covcr.s a red 
fire /harm. 

L(ively. dainty crystal 
rhaiu’elicrs arc rioiibered 
'ny hiflcoiis airconditioning 
verds. All those .glass walls 
are covered by all those cur- 
tains giving the room the 
-ippearance of the yard 


goods floor of some depart- 
ment store. And then there 
arc those columns, the curse 
of curtain wall architecture, 
which in some rooms utterly 
defeat the furniture display. 

And a display It is. Mo.st 
of the antiques are lined up 
along the wall as in a mu- 
seum, conversation pieces 
for stand-up cocktail parties. 
These reception rooms may 
serve receptions. Room s 
they are not. 

Conger knows, it, of 
course, and is unhappy 
about it. His remedy Is to re- ,, 
build the rooms— heighten- 
ing ceilings where possible, 
hiding the plumbing, in.stall- 
Ing moldings, fireplaces and 
n]eovc.s and placing false 
walls with small windows in 
front of those modern ex- 
panses of glass. 

It is all skillfully done, in 
the proper style of the pe- 
riod pieces by an expert ar- 
chitect, Kdward V. Jones, 
who ha.s restored historic 
houses and done the same 
sort of thing for the New 
York Metropolitan Museum 
of Art. 

Rut it is skillful, stylisti- 
cally expert fakcry — and 
fiercely expensive. $215,000 
has already been spent on 
these so-called “architectural 
improvements” and at least 
.another $200,000 is needed 
to complete the deception. 

Y,cs, it is a deception to 
put a kind of pastiche 18th- 
cent.ury Disney world on 
top -of a modern office build- 
ing.' 

We are ‘not really that de- 
void of genuine history in 
our national capital. Why 
couldn’t the State Depart- 
ment, for less money, have 
restored one of Washing- 
ton’s great mansions— the 
kind we keep tearing down? 

The lovely houses along 
the west side of Lafayette 
Square, instead of being re- 
modeled into offices, might 
have served well, particu- 
larly since they adjoin Blair 
House, which is also used to 
receive foreign guests. 

The old State, War and 
Navy Building, (now the Ex- 
ecutive Office Building) 
next to the White House, a 
jewel of glorious Americana 
of the boisterous Ulysses S. 
Grant period, could yield 
'some fabulous reception 
halts. Their counterpiece 
would be the Indian Treaty 
Room. 

But this is hindsight. 
What remains to be ac- 
knowledged, and sadly, is : 
that our Secretaries of State ; 
who launched this question- | 
able Idea do not have much I 
faith in the culture and dc- I 
sign of our own time. They | 
truly believe that only the | 
18th century — even if faked ; 
— “reflects our national his- . 
lory and culture,’’ as Secre- ' 
tary William P. Rogers put 
it. 

One question still keeps 
nagging, however. If it is of- 
ficial policy to represent the 
government in a staged, his- 
toric setting, why doesn't 
the government pay for it? 
The State Department and 
White House antiques are 


paid for not with tax money 
but tax deductions. 


The donors are rich and 
prominent, of course, and 
more often than not the 
kind of people who are re- 
ceptive to having their fa- 
vors returned. 

To raise more money for 
White Jlousc furnishings, 
Conger and his White House 
Historical Association au- 
thorized a commercial enter- 


prise, the Franklin Mint, to 
sell officially-blcsscd presi- 
dential medals in exchange 
for royalties. 

Criticized for this com- 
mcrcidilsm, Conger asked: 
“How else can we raise 
more money?” 

Well, he might, for inst- 
ance, follow the British ex- 
ample. To help finance the 
upkeep of Blenheim Palace, 
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Continental phones in . ■ 
black, white, brass, ivory, ' 
Already wired, from. 
,69.95. 



Christmas special! 
hand-chased brass 
soap dish, 14.95 
reg.$26 

Quantities limited 



Brass lacquered 
umbrella stand, 59.95 
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in;: lal.o lOili Dukn of Mnrl- 
■UMOu.Qh usoci t,o stand at tlie 
riAiacG ^ate. sellin,': ^(uidc- 
^MH)ks to tourists. Other 
UfiTls, knij:jhts and dukes, in 
addition to ehar;:ln,q admis- 
sion to their historic homes, 
introduced sideshows to pull 
the crowds. 

'I'ho Marquoss of Hnlli ac- 
Ouired iions (o entertain 
his payimt fluesls. Lord 


Montagu featured a vintage 
car museum and an antique 
car model mail-order busi- 
ness. The Duke of Beauford 
charged extra for a peek at 
his foxhounds. Some ladies 
of the manor extract a fee 
for tea. 

Perhaps Conger could per- 
vSuade Prcvsiriont Nixon per- 
.sonally to soli Uiosc medals 
which he might autograph 


with a grease pencil. There 
would be no end to the 
White House Historical As- 
sociation’s income potential, 
if the pandas, those cuddly 
gifts from China, were to be 
di.splayed at the White 
■House Bose 'Garden where 
they could be viewed for a 
$10 admi.ssion, say. 

Tea with the Fli’st Lady 
should fetch > at least .1*0 


times that amount, with aii 
extra charge when Tricial 
. serves the sugar. • 

Absurd? 

Well, isn’t the whole no- 
tion of turning government 
state roonus into period mu- 
seums a little absurd? 

T am afraid it is. even if a 
hard-pressed civil scrvani 
docs it with exceptional de- 
votion and expertise. 
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perb s!oane quality at modest prices 

; rather have Sloane quality? We offer you a 

I collection of fine glass and steel tables at incredibly low prices 

Each, table is crafted of thick 3/8" Belgian gloss over bases of 
long wearing chromium plated steel. Any one would make on 

' ' exciting and lasting gift for t.he home. 




A. 30" diameter lamp table 

B. Cocktail table 50x25x151/2" H 

C. .Bunching tables! 8 x 1 8 x 1 6 " H ‘ ' '.V.V eoehS?.’ 

D. 40" diameter cocktail-'toble 69 . 



